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SHOTGUNS

I was just a youngster when I first noticed that men and women 
were different. Long before I encountered puberty, I noticed that 
women thought differently than men. And acted differently, too. 
My daddy was a stern disciplinarian, but somehow, he seemed to 
“get me” much better than Mom. When puberty became a “thing” 
rather than just a word that I didn’t understand, I began to notice 
that females were built differently, too.

Subjectively, I’d have to say that it 
appears that a few firearms execs must be 
reaching puberty too, ’cause they’ve 
clearly been noticing the same thing. The 
really smart ones are acting on what they 
see. It has been evident for somewhile 
that there are a growing number of 
women involved in the shooting sports. 
Not only that, but recent studies show 
that they comprise the fastest growing 
segment of the shooting sports.

The folks from Caesar Guerini have 
been on top of this development for 
a long time. Years before the Syren 
brand grew out of Guerini, they were 

talking about the phenomenon and 
what to do about it. The whole Syren 
brand grew out of those talks, and it 
has, over time, grown to include several 
field and competition over/under 
models as well a couple of repeaters 
designed exclusively for women.

The bitter truth is that women are at a 
distinct disadvantage when it comes to 
shooting, because almost all factory 
shotguns are built to fit the mythical 
“average man.” Proper stock fit is absolutely 
critical to good shooting, yet most women 
have to struggle along with guns that 
don’t fit them at all! It’s true that we 

would all shoot better if we had a custom-
built gun that was made to fit, but since 
that’s not economically feasible, most of 
them are built to fit the “average” male.

The problem is that a gun that fits 
the average man usually doesn’t fit 
many women. I’d never claim to have 
met an “average” woman, but generally 
speaking, women are smaller than men 
and not as strong. They tend to have 
shorter arms, smaller hands, longer necks 
and higher cheekbones. Most of them, I’ve 
noticed, are built “differently “in the area 
of their chests, as well. All of these things 
affect the way a gun fits and handles. 

The newest model from the Syren 
brand is called the “Julia” and it’s 
probably the best of the bunch. It is to my 
eye, at least, the most fetching of all. The 
Julia is a side-plated boxlock that exhibits 
the deep, lustrous color case-hardening 
for which the Guerini family of guns is 
justly famous, and has a unique gold-
tone engraving pattern on the sideplates. 
It’s loosely based on Guerini’s well 
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