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engage the firing pin unless the trigger is
actually pulled. Barrel selection is by a latch
within the safety catch, as a Beretta; this
worked smoothly and positively and the
recoil operated mechanism also functioned
flawlessly.

Overall
This is a nicely-finished and well-presented
gun with attractive engraving and some
decent walnut woodwork with fine-line
chequering. The wood has tight grain
and some nice figures. The pistol grip is
interesting having a tight competition-style
curve but a plain section to the trigger guard
which, combined with the well-placed
palm swell gave a very comfortable hold.
This and some of its other finer points,
like the strengthening features, central
sighting bead, safety sears and trigger
free play adjustment and so on, could be
missed if taking only a cursory glance at
the Challenger. Taken overall these features,
and the very comprehensive range of choke
tubes, make it clear how serious this gun
is, but in a subtle way that will please with
refinement and not frighten with more
radical features.

The 30" barrels suited me as they are
not too heavy with their ventilated side
ribs. The review Challenger balanced about
20mm in front of the hinge point steadying
the swing. The gun came to the shoulder
readily despite the fairly generous pull
length and the cast aligned the gun well. |
felt instantly comfortable with it and shot a
pair of 9ex-10s on the first two stands shot
and, without a slight lapse in concentration
would have bettered my average, but |
managed second place at its first local shoot
anyway. | certainly enjoyed shooting the
Challenger: it handled very well. Although
lighter than some competition guns it's
still meaty enough to feel smooth and
controlled. It's definitely a gun worth trying
at one of the “Try a Guerini’ days that the
UK distributors run around the country.
Like a number of top shots both in Trap and
Sporting who now shoot with a Guerini, I'm
sure you won't be disappointed. [ |
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